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A Flood of Frivolous Lawsuits 

Twenty years ago, Stella Liebeck spilled a hot cup of McDonald’s coffee on herself. Who knew that the American justice and legal system would simultaneously feel the burn?
[bookmark: _GoBack]             The McDonalds Hot Coffee Case has led to a seemingly endless string of frivolous lawsuits. Wealthy people, high profile public figures and celebrities have become easy and frequent targets for arguably outlandish lawsuits. Perhaps one of the most notable came in 2006, when basketball legend Michael Jordan and Nike co-founder Phil Knight were sued for $862 million by Allen Heckard. He claimed that it was “distressing” to share a resemblance with the basketball icon. Heckard eventually dropped the lawsuit later that year.
            As more lawsuits are filed, they appear to become even more outrageous. A woman filed a lawsuit against an open-air mall after she was attacked by a squirrel on the premises. She claimed the mall was at fault for not warning her of the danger. Another case, reported by the Charleston Daily Mail, involved a student suing her school district for receiving a failing grade on an assignment, after she submitted it late.
            Frivolous lawsuits have had a greater effect on society than just monetary losses. Now, the mere threat of being sued has changed the way society behaves. The fear of being sued has become more than just being cautious. When it comes to the point that some schools ban children from running during recess, it is time to re-evaluate our decisions. The lack of action from fear of a lawsuit also has the potential for tragedy. According to an ABC News article, after the tragic Virginia Tech Shootings, legal experts stated that the college could have faced legal issues if they expelled Cho Seung-Hui, the shooter, before he did anything illegal
            Today, excessive lawsuits are the norm. Society has become oversaturated with tabloids about lawsuits over outrageous amounts of money. If Liebeck had not won her lawsuit against McDonalds, perhaps we would have never known about a woman being attacked by a squirrel. 
Pearle, Lauren. "'I'm Being Sued for WHAT?'" ABC News. ABC News Network, 02 May 2007. Web. 27 Nov. 2012.                  <http://abcnews.go.com/TheLaw/Story?id=3121086>.
Posted 27th November 2012 by Chris Porazzo 

