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	DATE

	TITLE of READING SELECTION



1. Read the selection and underline the key words and main ideas. Write these in the blank area below where it says “Main Idea Words.”
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the bottom of this sheet, write a twenty word summary of the article, using your own words or main idea words from the article. Imagine you only have $2.00, and each word you use will cost you 10 cents. See if you can “sum it up” in twenty words! (You do not have to use the exact words from the article to write your summary.)

Main Idea Words:























“Sum It Up” for $2.00























What is a Summary?
A summary condenses ideas and information into as few sentences as possible. A summary does not add your own thoughts. Summary is used in writing many sorts of papers such as Explaining Essays, as well as argument essays. 

How to do a Summary
Find the Main Idea
In a summary, you want to identify the main idea of the article and put this information in your own words. Prepare to write a summary by underlining and writing notes as you read. The summary should include the thesis and topic sentences of the article put into your own words.
Steps to Summarize
1. Underline the topic sentence of each paragraph.
2. Write that sentence in your own words on the side of the page or on another piece of paper.
3. When you finish the article, read all the topic sentences you marked or wrote down.
4. In your own words, re-write those main ideas.
5. Use complete sentences with good transition words.
6. You may find you need to leave out some of the unimportant details.
7. Your summary should be as short and concise as possible.


