Explanation for Ellipse activity

After the students learn the theory behind drawing ellipses in class, they explore different methods to create ellipses.  

Website on different methods for creating ellipses.
http://www.uwgb.edu/dutchs/MATHALGO/Ellipses.HTM

Then the students do an in-class activity and draw an ellipse using the trammel method. 

Paper pencil method to teach the trammel method to create an ellipse.
http://anoved.net/2008/02/trammel-method/


Finally, students watch a video on how a fine finish carpenter creates an elliptical arch on drywall using a homemade trammel.   After talking about the different methods, students actually go into the shop and create ellipses, using the nail and string method.  A great extension to this activity would be to have the students create trammels and use the trammel to create the ellipse.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]Video on how to use the trammel method to create an ellipse.  (Video is little rough; watch before showing.)
http://www.miterclamp.com/Woodworking_video_index.htm



